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that country, peihaps nine in ten would be found by birth to be of this province
But to proceed though the citizens, and all sorts of people, were redundant in their vanous expiessions of joy, for an entry so surprising, and utterly lost to their expectation, whatever it was to their wishes, the eail had a secret concern for the public, which lay gnawing at his heart, and which yet he was forced to conceal He knew, that he had not four thousand soldiers in the place, and not powder or ammunition for those, nor any provisions laid in for anything like a siege. On the othei hand, the enemy without were upwards of se\ en thousand, with a body of four thousand moie, not fifteen leagues off, on their march to join them Add to this, the Mareschal de Thesse was no faither off than Madud, a very few days' march fiom Valencia, a short way indeed for the earl, who, as was said before, was wholly unpiovided for a siege, winch was reported to be the sole end of the mareschal's moving that way But the eail's nevei-failing genius resolved again to attempt that by ait, which the stiength of his foices utteily disallowed him And in the fast place, his intelligence telling him that sixteen twenty-foui-pounders, with stoics and ammunition answerable for a siege, were shipped off for the enemy's service at Ahcant, the eail forthwith lays a design, and with his usual success intercepts them all, supplying that way his own necessities at the expense of the enemy
The four thousand men ready to re-enfoi ce the troops nearer Valencia, wei e the next point to be undei taken , but hie labor ^ hoc opus, since the gieater body undei the Conde de las Tories, who, with Ma horn, was now ic-mstated in his post, lay between the eail and those troops intended to be dispersed And what enhanced the difficulty, the nver Xucar mu^t be passed in almost the face oi the enemy. Great dis-ad\antages as1 these weic, they did not discourage the eail. He detached by ni^ht foui hundied horse and eight hundied foot, who maiched with such hasty silence, that they sui-prised that gieat body, louted them, and brought into Valencia six hunch cd pi isonei s very safely, notwithstanding they were obliged, under the ksame night covert, to pass very near a body of thice thousand of the enemy's hoi so Such a prodigious \ictoty would haully have gamed credit in that cit}, if the pusoneib biought m had not been living witnesses of